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CARNEGIE BUILDINGS AND COUNTY LIBRARIES. 


The question as to whether a li- 
brary which has a Carnegie building 
can ever become part of a county li- 
brary system, has come up a number 
of times of late. The question, if it 
ever arose in other states, has long 
since been settled. 


Our Illinois state constitution with 
its uniformity tax clause, necessitates 
a little different working out of the 
county library plan in Illinois from 
that of other states. The county li- 
brary appropriation must be collected 
as a county tax, and no part of the 
county can be exempt from paying 
that tax. If the county votes to es- 
tablish a county library, the county 
commissioners or supervisors must 
levy a tax not to exceed one and a 
third mills, and may contract with the 
city library directors to take charge 
of all the county library work, or, 
they may appoint a county library 
board and that board may contract 
with the library or libraries. In either 
case the city library would look to the 
county in place of city officials for 
its support and discontinue to levy its 
city tax or to levy only the difference 
between it and that appropriated by 
the county. 


The building, equipment and books 
belonging to the city, remains the 
property of the city unless the city 
chooses to sell it to the county. In 
either case if the building is the gift 
of the Carnegie Corporation, the coun- 


ty must endorse the pledge made by 
the city. 


CARNEGIE CORPORATION 
or New YorkK 
522 Fifth Aveneu 
New YORK 

February 17, 1921. 
Miss Anna May Price, Secretary, 
Illinois Library Extension Commission, 
State House, 
Springeld, Illinois. 
Dear Miss Price: 


Your favor of February 15th received. 
I could not pass on the merit of the coun- 
ty law without examining it, but I am 
quite satisfied to believe it is an improve- 
ment if you endorse it. Our interest is 
to see that if the city library comes under 
the jurisdiction of the county the county 
should give the same pledge as the city 
gave, and the county pledge should be 
endorsed with the approval of the city. 
Very truly yours, 
(Signed) Jas. BEeRTRaM, 
Secretary. 


The pledge required is that any li- 
brary receiving a gift from the Car- 
negie Corporation for a building must 
levy an annual tax at least equal to 10 
per cent of that gift and that tax must 
be expended annually. Mr. Bertram 
has recently pointed out the fact that 
with the increase in the price of 
books, supplies and salaries, that mini- 
mum tax has far less purchasing 
power than at the time the pledge was 
made. Therefore the minimum an- 
nual appropriation should be increas- 
ed in proportion. 





Mrs. Eva Cloud Taylor, who has 
been special lecturer on children’s lit- 
erature at the University of Illinois 
Library School, for a number of 
years, is now available for lectures 
before women’s clubs, parent-teacher 
associations, and similar organiza- 
tions. Mrs. Taylor’s lectures cover 
the subjects: “Problems of Chil- 
dren’s Reading.” “How to Select 
Books for Children,” “Poetry for 
Children,” “Humor for Children.” 
She may be addressed at 308 South 


Sixth Avenue, La Grange, Illinois. 





Miss Mary J. Booth, Librarian of 
the Eastern Illinois State Normal 
School, Charleston, has published a 
second revised edition of her “Ma- 
terial on Geography Which May Be 
Obtained Free or at Small Cost.” 

This pamphlet will be a great help 
to both librarians and teachers. It 
may be obtained free upon applica- 
tion. 








agian Mite “all aioe, Mi i. 216 2M io a Py wee AS Or Mm, o> oe Gee a 


orpnreh = © 


no JS 


li 





. =a eS. a | he hc] 





April, 1921] 








ILLINOIS LIBRARIES 21 


LIBRARY LEGISLATION. 


The Illinois Library Association has 
introduced four bills into the Legis- 
lature. Two are revenue bills, an 
amendment to the library act increas- 
ing the maximum tax for cities with 
a population of less than 100,000 from 
1% mills to 2 mills, and for cities of 
over 100,000 from 24 mill to 1 mill. 
It also includes a clause exempting the 
library tax from reduction under the 
2 per cent scaling of the Juul law. 


The second bill is a companion bill, 
amending the revenue or Juul law. 


The critical financial condition of 
many of the public libraries in the 
State, make these two bills necessary, 
and it is very important that everyone 
interested in libraries puts forth every 
endeavor to pass them. 


The work of the Chicago Public Li- 
brary has been sadly _ crippled; 
branches have been closed, the staff 
greatiy reduced, and the circulating 
hours shortened at the main library. 
The Evanston Public Library appro- 
priation has been cut $10,000 under 
the reduction allowed by the Juul law. 
A number of other libraries which do 
not suffer from the Juul act, find that 
the maximum tax is not sufficient, 
and have to rely upon benefits or pub- 
lic subscriptions to eke out their book 
funds. There are 69 libraries in the 
State with an annual income of $1,- 
500 or less. 


Public libraries are civic depart- 
ments and not charitable institutions. 
They should be generously supported 
and not have to depend upon public 
subscriptions. 


The harder the time, the more the 
library prospers. From DeKalb to 
Cairo, the librarians report that as 
factories and shops have closed down, 
or reduced the number of employees, 
the men and boys flock to the libra- 
ries. They are not only reading news- 
papers, and magazines, but doing 
serious study—trying to prepare 
themselves for better work when the 
next job opens up. 


The certification measure calls for 
two bills. The certification bill and 
an amendment to the act creating the 
Department of Registration and Edu- 
cation. This amendment provides for 
the examining committee for library 
certificates. 


In outlining the certification 
scheme, the Legislative Committee 
considered the plans of other states, 
New York, Minnesota, Iowa, Wiscon- 
sin, and South Dakota. It asked the 
advice of prominent librarians in Illi- 
nois and the faculty of the University 
of Illinois Library School. It tried 
to be fair and just, and yet maintain 
standards. The bill is not retroactive. 
A three year certificate, renewable in- 
definitely, is granted upon application 
to every librarian in office at the pass- 
ing of the bill. The applicant has six 
months in which to apply for a certi- 
ficate. If he wishes a higher grade 
certificate than a three year one, and 
can qualify for it, it will be granted 
him. 

Any librarian can at any time, re- 
ceive a higher certificate by meeting 
the requirements for that certificate. 
The three year and six year certifi- 
cates are renewable indefinitely. The 
one year is renewable for five years 
only. 

If a library board finds there is no 
eligible certified librarian on the list, a 
temporary permit for one year may be 
issued. 

The certification plan applies to all 
libraries in the State which are sup- 
ported in whole or in part by public 
tax funds, save in towns of less than 
2,000 population. 


The Examining Committee will 
consist of five members, one of whom 
shall be a member of the faculty of 
the University of Illinois Library 
School. The other four shall be li- 
brarians who have held administra- 
tive positions for five years. 


The certification measure, if passed, 
will help to raise the standards of ef- 
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ficient service in the public libraries. 

It will create a more equal competi- 
tion between the library school trained 
librarian and the one who depends 
upon her library experience and less 
formal study. 

It will give the library assistant a 
better chance to work up in the pro- 
fession. 

It will tend to increase salaries. 

The bills have been drafted by the 
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Illinois Legislative Reference Bureau ; 
they have been approved by the Legis- 
lative and Executive Committees of 
the Illinois Library Association; and 
have been endorsed by the [Illinois 
Federation of Women’s Clubs in Open 
Forum at Chicago. 

If you believe in these bills, the 
Illinois Library Association asks you 
to do everything you can to help to 
pass them. 





LIBRARY REVENUE BILLS. 


52d G. A. 1921 


HOUSE BILL NO. 225 


Introduced by Mr. E. A. W. Johnson. 
Referred to Committee on Revenue. 


SENATE BILL NO. 165 


Introduced by Mr. Meents, March 10, 
1921. 

Read by title, ordered printed, and re- 
ferred to Committee on Revenue. 


A BILL 


For an Act to amend Sections 1, 10 and 
16 and the title of an Act entitled, 
“An Act to authorize cities, incor- 
porated towns and townships to estab- 
lish and' maintain free public libraries 
and reading rooms,” approved and in 
force March 7, 1872, as amended. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the people 
of the State of Illinois, represented in the 
General Assembly: Sections 1, 10 and 16 
of an Act entitled, “An Act to authorize 
cities, incorporated towns and townships 
to establish and maintain free public 
libraries and reading rooms,” approved 
and in force March 7, 1872, as amended, 
are amended to read as follows: 


Sec. 1. That the city council of each 
incorporated city, whether organized un- 
der general law or special charter, shall 
have power to establish and maintain a 
public library and reading room for the 
use and benefit of the inhabitants of such 
city, and may levy a tax of not to exceed 
two milis on the dollar annually on all 
the taxable property in the city: Pro- 
vided, that in cities of over one hundred 
thousand inhabitants such tax shall not 
exceed one mill on the dollar annually, 
such tax to be levied and collected in like 
manner with the general taxes of said 
city, and to be known as a library fund: 
Provided, that said annual library tax in 
cities of over fifteen hundred inhabitants 
shall not be included in the aggregate 


amount of taxes as limited by sections 
one (1) of article eight (8) of “An Act 
for the incorporation of cities and vil- 
lages,” approved April 10, 1872, and the 
amendatory acts thereto, or by any pro- 
vision of any special charter under which 
any city in this State is now organized, 
and the county clerk in reducing tax 
levies under the provisions of Section two 
(2) of an Act entitled, “An Act concern- 
ing the levy and extension of tazres,” ap- 
proved May 9, 1901, in force July 1, 1901, 
as subsequently amended, shall not in- 
clude said library taz in the limitation of 
two per cent of the assessed valuation 
upon which taxes are required to be ez- 
tended. 


Sec. 10. When fifty legal voters of any 
incorporated town, village or township 
shall present a petition to the clerk of 
the town, village or township (or trustee 
of schools in counties not under township 
organization) asking that an annual tax 
may be levied for the establishment and 
maintenance of a free public library in 
such town, village or township, and shall 
specify in their petition a rate of taxa- 
tion not to exceed two mills on the dollar, 
such clerk (or trustee of schools in coun- 
ties not under township organization) 
shall, in the next legal notice of the reg- 
ular annual election, in such town, vil- 
lage or township, or of a special election 
called for that purpose, give notice that 
at such election every elector may vote 
ee mill tax for a free public 
library” or “against a........ mill tax for 
a free public library,” specifying in such 
notice the rate of taxation mentioned in 
said petition; and if the majority of all 
the votes cast in such town, village or 
township shall be “For” the tax for the 
free public library, the tax specified in 
such notice shall be levied and collected 
in like manner with other general taxes 
of said town, village or township, and 
shall be known as the “Library Fund:” 
Provided, that such tax shall cease in 
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case the legal voters of such town, village 
or township shall so determine by a ma- 
jority vote, at any annual election held 
therein; and the corporate authorities of 
such towns, villages or townships may 
exercise the same powers conferred upon 
the corporate authorities of cities under 
this Act. And, provided further, that 
whenever the petition, signed and filed 
with such clerk (or trustee of schools in 
counties not under township organiza- 
tion) as above provided, shall request the 
holding of a special election for the pur- 
pose of voting upon the proposition of 
authorizing the levy of said specified tax 
for a free public library, such clerk (or 
trustee of schools) shall promptly call 
such election in the manner provided by 
law for the calling of elections in such 
village, town or township. 

Sec. 16. If the board of directors shall 
think best, they may construct the build- 
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ing so that a portion thereof may be 
rented, and may at any time during the 
construction thereof borrow money and 
execute a mortgage on the lot and build- 
ing, not exceeding one-half the value 
thereof, and the money so obtained shall 
be used exclusively in the completion of 
said building. The levy of a tax here- 
under shall not be included in the aggre- 
gate amount of taxes as limited by Sec- 
tion one (1) of Article eight (VIII) of 
“An Act for the incorporation of cities 
and villages,” approved April 10, 1872, 
and amendatory acts thereto, nor shall 
it affect any appropriation made or to 
be made for the support of the library. 


Sec. 2. The title of said Act is amend- 
ed to read as follows: “An Act to 
authorize cities, villages, incorporated 
towns and townships to establish and 
maintain free public libraries and read- 
ing rooms.” 





AMENDMENT TO JUUL LAW. 


HOUSE BILL NO. 224 


Introduced by Mr. E. A. W. Johnson. 
Referred to the Committee on Revenue. 


SENATE BILL NO. 166 


Introduced by Mr. Meents, March 10, 
1921. 


Read by title, ordered printed, and re- 
ferred to Committee on Revenue. 


A BILL 


For an Act to amend Section 2 of an 
Act entitled, “An Act concerning the 
levy and extension of taxes,” approved 
May 9, 1901, in force July 1, 1901, as 
subsequently amended. 


SecTION 1. Be it enacted by the people 
of the State of Illinois, represented in the 
General Assembly: That section 2 of an 
Act entitled, “An Act concerning the levy 
and extension of taxes,” approved May 9, 
1901, in force July 1, 1901, as subsequent- 
ly amended, be and the same is hereby 
further amended to read as follows: 


Sec. 2. The county clerk in each coun- 
ty shall ascertain the rates per cent re- 
quired to be extended upon the assessed 
valuation of the taxable property in the re- 
spective towns, townships, districts, incor- 
porated cities and villages in his county, 
as equalized by the State Board of Equal- 
ization for the current year, to produce the 
several amounts certified for extension by 
the taxing authorities in said county (as 
the same shall have been reduced as here- 
inbefore provided in all cases where the 
original amounts exceed the amount 
authorized by law); Provided, however, 


that if the aggregate of all taxes (ex- 
clusive of State taxes, township taxes, 
village taxes, levee taxes, public tuber- 
culosis sanitarium taxes, pension fund 
taxes, library taxes, school building taxes, 
high school taxes, district school taxes, 
and all other school taxes in school dis- 
trics having not more than 100,000 inhabit- 
ants, road and bridge taxes and taxes lev- 
ied for the payment of the principal of and 
the interest on bonded indebtedness of 
cities, and for the payment of the principal 
of and the interest on park bonds hereafter 
issued and exclusive of taxes levied pur- 
suant to the mandate or judgment of any 
court of record on any bonded indebted- 
ness), certified to be extended against any 
property in any part of any taxing dis- 
trict or municipality, shall exceed two 
pre cent of the assessed valuation there 
of upon which the taxes are required to 
be extended and the rate per cent of the 
tax levy of such taxing district or munici- 
pality shall be reduced as follows: The 
county clerk shall reduce the rate per 
cent of the tax levy of such taxing dis- 
trict or municipality in the same propor- 
tion in which it would be necessary to: 
reduce the highest aggregate per cent. 
of all the tax levies (exclusive of State 
taxes, township taxes, village taxes, 
levee taxes, public tuberculosis sani- 
tarium taxes, pension fund taxes, library 
taxes, school building taxes, high school 
taxes, district school taxes and all other 
school taxes in school districts having 
not more than 100,000 inhabitants, road 
and bridge taxes, and taxes levied for the 
payment of the principal of and the in- 
terest on bonded indebtedness of cities, 
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and for the payment of the principal of 
and the interest on park bonds hereafter 
issued and exclusive of taxes levied pur- 
suant to the mandate or judgment of any 
court of record on any bonded indebted- 
ness), certified for extension upon any of 
the taxable property in said taxing dis- 
trict or municipality, to bring the same 
down to two per cent of the assessed 
value of said taxable property upon which 
said taxes are required by law to be ex- 
tended: Provided, further, that in re- 
ducing tax levies hereunder from the 
taking effect of this Act to and including 
the year A. D. 1921, the rate per cent of 
the tax levy for county purposes in coun- 
ties having a population of over 300,000 
shall not be reduced below a rate of 
thirty-six and’ two-thirds cents on each 
one hundred dollars assessed value (ex- 
clusive of levies to pay the principal of 
and interest on bonded indebtedness and 
judgments and Mothers’ Pension Fund), 
and thereafter shall not be reduced below 
a rate of thirty cents on each one hundred 
dollars assessed value (exclusive of levies 
to pay the principal and interest on bond- 
ed indebtedness, judgments and Mothers’ 
Pension Fund) and in counties having a 
population of less than 300,000 the rate of 
the tax levy for county purposes shall not 
be reduced below a rate of fifty cents on 
each one hundred dollars assessed value 
(exclusive of levies to pay the principal 
of and interest on bonded indebtedness 
and judgments and for library purposes), 
and the rate per cent of the tax levy for 
city or village purposes (exclusive of li- 
brary, public tuberculosis sanitarium, 
pension fund, school and park purposes 
and exclusive of the taxes levied for the 
payment of the principal of and’ the 
interest on bonded indebtedness) in cities 
and villages having a population of over 
150,000 shall not be reduced below a rate 
of one dollar and forty-three and one- 
third cents ($1,43 1/3) on each one hun- 
dred dollars assessed value, and the rate 
per cent of the school tax for educational 
purposes shall not be reduced below a 
rate of one dollar and twenty cents on 
each one hundred dollars assessed value, 
and the rate per cent of the tax levy for 
city or village purposes (exclusive of li- 
brary, school and park purposes, and ex- 
clusive of the tax levied for the payment 
of the principal of and the interest on 
bonded indebtedness and judgments) in 
cities and villages having a population 
of less than 150,000, shall not be reduced 
below a rate of one dollar and thirty- 
three and one-third cents ($1.33 1/3) on 
each one hundred dollars assessed value, 
and the rate per cent of the sehool tax 
levy for educational purposes shall not 
be reduced below the maximum rate al- 
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lowed by law, and the rate per cent of 
the tax levy for park purposes in districts 
organized and existing under an Act en- 
titled ,““An Act to provide for the creation 
of pleasure driveway and park districts,” 
approved June 19, 1893, in force July 1, 
1893, shall not be reduced below a rate of 
forty cents on each one hundred dollars 
assessed value (exclusive of levies to pay 
the principal and interest on bonded in- 
debtedness and judgments), but the other 
taxes which are subject to reduction un- 
der this section shall be subject only to 
such reduction, respectively, as would be 
made therein under this section if this 
proviso were not inserted herein: And, 
provided, further, in reducing tax levies 
hereunder, all school taxes levied in cities 
exceeding 150,000 inhabitants, with the 
exception of the levy for school building 
purposes, shall be included in the taxes 
to be reduced. 

The rate per cent of the tax levy of 
every county, city, village, town, town- 
ship, park district, sanitary district, road 
district, and other public authorities (ex- 
cept the State), shall be ascertained’ and 
determined (and reduced when necessary 
as above provided in the manner herein- 
before specified, and shall then be ex- 
tended by the county clerk upon the 
assessed value of the property subject 
thereto (being one-half of the full value 
thereof) as equalized according to law. 
In reducing the rate per cent of any tax 
levy as hereinbefore provided, the rates 
per cent of all tax levies certified to the 
county clerk for extension as originally 
ascertained and determined under section 
1 of this Act, shall be used in ascertain- 
ing the aggregate of all taxes certified to 
be extended without regard to any reduc- 
tion made therein under this section: 
Provided, that no reduction of any tax 
levy made hereunder shall diminish any 
amount appropriated by corporate or tax- 
ing authorities for the payment of the 
principal or interest on bonded debt, or 
levied pursuant to the mandate or judg- 
ment of any court of record. And to that 
end every such taxing body shall certify 
to the county clerk, with its tax levy, the 
amount thereof required for any such 
purposes. 

In case of a reduction hereunder any 
taxing body whose levy is affected there- 
by and whose appropriations are required 
by law to be itemized, may, after the 
same have been ascertained, distribute 
the amount of such reduction among the 
items of its appropriation, with the ex- 
ceptions aforesaid, as it may elect. If 
no such election is made within three 
months after the extension of such tax, 
all such items, except as above specified, 
shall be deemed to be reduced pro rata. 
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CERTIFICATION OF LIBRARIANS. 


SENATE BILL NO. 286 


Introduced by Senator Clayton C. Per- 
vier. 
Referred to Committee on Education. 


HOUSE BILL NO. 462 

Introduced by Mr. Searcy, March 22, 
1921. 

Read by title, ordered printed and re- 
ferred to Committee on Efficiency and 
Economy. 

A BILL 


For an Act to provide for the certification 
of librarians in the free public libraries 
of this State. 

SecTIon 1. Be it enacted by the people 
of the State of Illinois, represented in the 
General Assembly: After January l, 
1922, it shall be unlawful for any person 
or board to employ any person as a li- 
brarian in any free public library in this 
State, unless such librarian shall have 
a valid librarian’s certificate, issued by 
the Department of Registration and Edu- 
cation, pursuant to the provisions of “An 
Act in relation to the civil administration 
of the State government, and to repeal 
certain Acts therein,” approved March 7, 
1917, and in force July 1, 1917, as amend- 
ed. 

Seo. 2. The terms “free public li- 
brary” shall include all libraries in this 
State which are supported in whole or 
in part by funds raised by taxation and 
which are open to the public. It shall 
include the Illinois State Library, the Illi- 
nois Library Extension Commission and 
the high school libraries. It shall not 
include the Joint Legislative Reference 
Bureau or any law library. . This Act 
shall not apply to any librarian engaged 
in any library maintained by a city, town, 
township, or village having a population 
of less than 2,000 inhabitants by the last 
preceding Federal census. 

The term “librarian” shall include any 
person who serves as a librarian or li- 
brary assistant, children’s librarian, refer- 
ence librarian or cataloguer, or one who 
is engaged in any other library work, but 
shall not include those performing chiefly 
clerical service, page service or janitor 
service, nor shall it include any student 
attendant employed in any of the li- 
braries of the educational institution in 
which he is enrolled as a student. 

Sec. 3. No person is qualified to re- 
ceive a librarian’s certificate of any grade 
unless: 

(a) He is at least eighteen years of 
age; 

(b) He is of good moral character 
and temperate habits; and 


(c) He has completed four full years 
of study in a high school approved by 
the Department of Public Instruction, 
or any school on the accredited list of 
the University of Illinois, or has complet- 
ed an equivalent course of study as de- 
termined by an examination conducted 
by the Department of Registration and 
Education. 

Sec. 4. The Department of Registra- 
tion and Education shall have power to 
issue four grades of librarians’ certifi- 
cates. The Department shall hold such 
examinations as may be necessary to en- 
able applicants to obtain certificates in 
each grade, but may accept the diploma 
of any library school approved by the 
Department in lieu of such examination. 

Permits for temporary appointments 
may be granted in case of emergency. 
Such permits shall be for not more than 
one year, and shall not be renewable and 
no person shall be granted such permit 
a second time until one full year has 
elapsed after the expiration of a previous 
permit. 

Requirements for librarian’s certificates 
shall be as follows: 

(a) For a one year certificate there 
shall be required: either (1) completion 
of an approved summer library course 
of not less than six weeks or (2) com- 
pletion of six months in a recognized 
library training class or (3) a successful 
elementary examination in library or- 
ganization and’ management. 

(b) For a three year certificate there 
shall be required: either (1) completion 
of one full year in an approved library 
school or (2) completion of two full years 
in a recognized college or university, and 
an approved summer library course of 
not less than six weeks, or (3) comple- 
tion of an approved summer library 
course of not less than six weeks, or six 
months in a recognized library training 
class and three years successful exper- 
ience in an approved library. 

(c) For a six year certificate there 
shall be required: either (1) graduation 
from a recognized college or university 
(or the completion of an equivalent 
preparation) and in addition one full 
year in an approved library school; or 
(2) completion of two full years in a 
recognized’ college or university, and in 
addition one full year in an approved 
library school and three years success- 
ful experience in an approved library or 
(3) graduation from a recognized col- 
lege or university (or the completion of 
an equivalent training) and in addition 
completion of an approved summer li- 
brary course of not less than six weeks 
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or a recognized library training class of 
not less than six months, tested by an 
advanced examination or a thesis on some 
subject in library administration, and 
also two years successful experience in 
an approved library. 

(d) For a life certificate there shall 
be required: either (1) graduation from 
a recognized college or university, (or 
completion of an equivalent preparation) 
and in addition successful completion of 
two full years of study in an approved 
library school and one year’s successful 
experience in an approved library; or (2) 
graduation from a recognized college or 
university, (or completion of an equiva- 
lent preparation) and in addition com- 
pletion of one full year of study in an 
approved library school and three years 
successful experience in an approved li- 
brary or libraries or (3) completion of 
three years in a recognized college or uni- 
versity and in addition one full year of 
study in an approved library school, and 
five years successful experience in an ap- 
proved library or libraries; or (4) ten 
years successful experience in an approv- 
ed library or libraries, and in addition 
an acceptable thesis on some subject of 
library administration. The candidate 


may submit publications of his own on 
library topics which may be accepted 


in lieu of the thesis. 

Any requirement of work in a college 
or university, library, library school, 
summer library course, or library train- 
ing class may be satisfied by work in an 
approved institution in this or any other 
state. 

The qualifications necessary for each 
grade of certificate shall be published in 
pamphlet form by the Department, and 
distributed free of charge to all persons 
applying therefor. The subjects to be 
embraced or covered by any examination 
to determine the fitness of applicants for 
certificates of any grade shall also be 
published and distributed free of charge 
to all persons applying therefor. 

Sec. 5. Any six year, three year, or 
one year certificate which has expirec, 
shall be renewed not more than two years 
after the holder thereof has ceased work- 
ing as a librarian, upon the payment of 
the required renewal fee, and upon 
presentation of a certificate signed by 
the person, board or corporation last 
employing such applicant, certifying that 
the work done by such applicant has been 
satisfactory. 

One year certificates shall be renewa- 
ble, upon the payment of the required 
renewal fee from year to year for a total 
of not more than five years. 

Sec. 6. Any person who is at least 
eighteen years of age and who is of good 
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moral character and temperate habits 
and who, on July 1, 1921, has had one 
year’s experience and is then acting as 
a librarian in a free public library in 
this State, shall be entitled, upon appli- 
cation, to receive a three year certificate 
without regard to any other qualifications 
prescribed by this Act or by the Depart- 
ment of Registration and Education. Such 
application shall be made not later than 
January 1, 1922. Certificates issued pur- 
suant to the provisions of this section 
shall be renewed in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 5 of this Act. 

Sec. 7. Every person who desires to 
obtain a librarian’s certificate of any 
grade shall apply therefor to the Depart- 
ment of Registration and Education, in 
writing on blanks prepared and issued 
by the department. Each application 
shall contain proof that applicant pos- 
sesses the particular qualifications re- 
quired of an applicant for such grade of 
certificate, shall be verified by the appli- 
cant under oath, and shall be accompan- 
ied by the fee required in Section 9. 

Sec. 8. Examinations of applicants 
for librarians’ certificates of any one or 
more grades shall be held by the Depart- 
ment of Registration and Education at 
such times and places as it may deter- 
mine. 

Sec. 9. An applicant for a librarian’s 
certificate shall be required to pay the 
following fees: 


(a) For an examination to determine 
his fitness for a certificate of any grade, 
one dollar ($1.00). 


(b) For a certificate of any grade, 
one dollar ($1.00). 


(c) For the renewal of any certificate, 
one dollar ($1.00). 


Sec. 10. The Department of Registra- 
tion and Education may either refuse to 
issue, or may suspend, or may revoke any 
certificate or registration for any of the 
following causes: 


(a) Conviction of a felony, as shown 
by a certified copy of the record of the 
court of conviction; 


(b) The obtaining of, or an attempt 
to obtain, a certificate of registration, or 
employment as a librarian, or money, or 
any other thing of value by fraudulent 
misrepresentation. 

(c) Gross incompetency. 

The Department of Registration and 
Education may neither refuse to renew, 
nor suspend, nor revoke any certificate 
of registration, however, for any of these 
causes, unless the person accused has 
been given at least twenty days’ notice 
in writing, of the charges against him or 
her, and a public hearing by the Depart- 
ment of Registration and Education. 
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Upon the hearing of any such proceed- 
ing, the Director of Registration and Edu- 
cation, the Assistant Director of Registra- 
tion and Education, or the Superintendent 
of Registration, may administer oaths, and 
the Department of Registration and Edu- 
cation may procure, by its subpoena, the 
attendance of witnesses and the produc- 
tion of relevant books and papers. 

Any circuit court, or any judge of a 
circuit court, either in term time or in 
vacation, upon the application, either of 
the accused or of the Department of Reg- 
istration and Education may, by order 
fully entered, require the attendance of 
witnesses and the production of relevant 
books and papers, before the Department 
of Registration and Education, in any 
hearing relating to the refusal, suspen- 
sion or revocation of certificates of reg- 
istration. Upon refusal or neglect to 
obey the order of the court or judge, the 
court or judge may compel by proceed- 
ings for contempt of court, obedience of 
its or his order. 

Sec. 11. Upon payment of the _ re- 
quired fee, an applicant who is a li- 
brarian, registered or certifed under 
laws of another state or territory within 
the United States, may be ganted a certi- 
ficate by the Department of Registration 
and Education at its discretion, upon the 
following conditions: 

(a) That the applicant is at least 
eighteen years of age and of good moral 
character and temperate habits; and 

(b) That the requirements for the 
registration or certifying of librarians of 
the particular state or territory were, at 
the date of the certificate, substantially 
equal to the requirements in force in this 
State at the time the application is 
made; and 

(c) That the applicant has acted as 
a librarian within two years prior to 
the date of the application. 

Sec. 12. Any person who holds a valid 
librarian’s certificate, issued as provided 
in this Act, may be appointed and his 
salary may be fixed regardless of the 
terms of any civil service law. 

See. 13. The Department of Registra- 
tion and Education may adopt reasonable 
rules and regulations relating to the en- 
forcement of the provisions of this Act. 

Sec. 14. None of the above enumer- 
ated functions and duties shall be exer- 
cised by the Department of Registration 
and Education, except upon the action 
and report in writing of five persons, one 
of whom shall be a member of the fac- 
ulty of the University of Illinois Library 
School, and the other four shall be com- 
petent librarians who have had five 
years experience as such, designated from 
time to time by the Director of Registra- 
tion and Education to take such action 
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and make such report; and after the first 
year such persons must be holders of a 
six year or a life librarian’s certificate. 

Sec. 15. The Department of Registra- 
tion and Education shall keep a record 
which shall be open to public inspection 
at all reasonable times, of its proceedings 
relating to the issuance, refusal to issue, 
suspension and revocation of certificates 
or registration. This record shall also 
contain the name, places of business and 
residence, and the date of the certificate 
of every librarian in this State. 


SENATE BILL NO. 287 


Introduced by Senator Clayton C. Per- 
vier. 


Referred to Committe on Education. 
HOUSE BILL NO. 463 


Introduced by Mr. Searcy, March 22, 
1921. 


Read by title, ordered printed and re- 
ferred to Committee on Efficiency and 
Economy. 

A BILL 


For an Act to amend Section 60 of “An 
Act in relation to the civil administra- 
tion of the State government and to 
repeal certain acts therein named,” ap- 
proved March 7, 1917, in force July 1, 
1917, as amended. 


SEcTION 1. Be it enacted by the people 
of the State of Illinois, represented in the 
General Assembly: Section 60 of “An 
Act in relation to the civil administra- 
tion of the State government and to re- 
peal certain Acts therein named,” ap- 
proved March 7, 1917, in force July 1, 
1917, as amended, is amended to read as 
follows: 

Sec. 60. The department of registra- 
tion and education shall, wherever the 
several laws regulating professions, 
trades and occupations which are de- 
volved upon the department for admin- 
istration so require, exercise, in its 
name, but subject to the provisions of 
this Act the following powers: 

1. Conduct examinations to ascertain 
the qualifications and fitness of appli- 
cants to exercise the profession, trade or 
occupation for which an examination is 
held; and pass upon the qualifications of 
applicants for reciprocal licenses, certi- 
ficates and authorities; 

2. Prescribe rules and regulations for 
a fair and wholly impartial method of 
examination of candidates to exercise the 
respective professions, trades or occupa- 
tions; 

3. Prescribe rules and regulations de- 
fining, for the respective professions, 
trades and occupations, what shall con- 
stitute a school, college or university, 
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or department of a university, or other 
institutions, reputable and in good stand- 


ing and to determine the reputability - 


and good standing of a school, college or 
university, or department of a university, 
or other institution, reputable and in 
good standing by reference to a compli- 
ance with such rules and regulations; 

4. Adopt rules providing for and es- 
tablishing a uniform and_ reasonable 
standard of maintenance, instruction and 
training to be observed by all schools for 
nurses which are to be deemed reputable 
and in good standing and to determine 
the reputability and good standing of 
such schools for nurses by reference to 
compliance with such rules and regula- 
tions; 

5. Establish a standard of preliminary 
education deemed requisite to admission 
to a school, college, or university, and 
to require satisfactory proof of the en- 
forcement of such standard by schools, 
colleges and universities; 

6. Conduct hearings on proceedings 
to revoke or refuse renewal of licenses, 
certificates or authorities of persons exer- 
cising the respective professions, trades 
or occupations, and to revoke or refuse 
to renew such licenses, certificates or 
authorities; 

7. Formulate rules and regulations 
when required in any Act to be adminis- 
tered. 

None of the above enumerated func- 
tions and duties shall be exercised by the 
department of registration and education, 
except upon the action and report in 
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writing of persons designated from time 
to time by the director of registration 
and education to take such action and to 
make such report, for the respective pro- 
fessions, trades and occupations as fol- 
lows: 

For the librarians, five persons, one of 
whom shall be a member of the faculty 
of the University of Illinois Library 
school, and the other four shall be com- 
petent librarians who have had five years’ 
experience as such, designated from time 
to time by the director of Registration 
and Education to take such action and 
make such report; and after the first 
year such persons must be holders of a 
six year or life librarian’s certificate. 

The action or report in writing of a 
majority of the persons designated for 
any given trade, occupation or profession, 
shall be sufficient authority upon which 
the director of registration and education 
may act. 


In making the designation of persons 
to act for the several professions, trades 
and occupations the director shall give 
due consideration to recommendations by 
members of the respective professions, 
trades and occupations and by organiza- 
tions therein. 


Whenever the director is satisfied that 
substantial justice has not been done 
either in an examination or in the revo- 
cation of or refusal to renew a license, 
certificate or authority, he may order re- 
examinations or rehearings by the same 
or other examiners. 





COUNTY LIBRARIES. 


Wabash, Adams and Scott Coun- 
ties have started campaigns for coun- 
ty libraries. They plan to call special 
library elections at the time of the 
election for Judges, June sixth. 


In Wabash County, the city library 
at Mount Carmel is the only library 
in the county. The question of a 
county library was first presented at 
an evening meeting held in connection 
with the Regional Library Conference. 
To this meeting were invited the coun- 
ty commissioners, the state’s attorney, 
the county superintendent of schools, 
the Farm bureau advisor and his as- 
sistants, the mayor, the trustees of 
the library, superintendent of schools 
and club women of Mount Carmel. 
Mrs. Foster, Librarian of the Mount 
Carmel Public Library, presided. 


Miss Effie Lansden, President of the 
Illinois Library Association intro- 
duced the subject giving the practical 
reasons for county libraries. Miss 
Anna May Price, Secretary of the 
Illinois Library Extension Commis- 
sion, explained the Illinois county 
library law and its application to 
Wabash County. The local repre- 
sentatives were then called upon to 
express their opinions. Almost every 
one spoke and heartily endorsed the 
project. There was not a single ob- 
jection stated. Every one felt that 
the campaign would have a successful 
beginning. 

Wabash County is a small county 
with a population of about 15,000. 
The total assessed value is $4,256,953. 
The best land in the county is assessed 
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at $35 per acre and the poorest at 
$10 per acre. The maximum tax for 
the county library could not be more 
than 4.7 cents per acre on the best 
land and 1.3 cents per acre on the 
poorest land. 

In Adams County the county li- 
brary idea developed out of plans for 
a memorial to the soldiers and sailors 
of Adams County. It has been sug- 
gested that this memorial take the 
form of a county library building. A 
meeting was held in the rooms of the 
Chamber of Commerce, Quincy, to 
which representative people of the 
county were invited. The plan was 
approved and a committee was ap- 
pointed to take charge of furthering 
the movement. The committee con- 


sists of a representative from each 
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township and the same number from 
Quincy. 

There are two tax supported li- 
braries, one at Quincy and one at 
Camp Point. 

Scott County also is carrying on a 
campaign for a county library. The 
question was submitted at the last 
November election, and was defeated. 
It was the regular county and presi- 
dential election and there were too 
many blank votes on the library ques- 
tion. If the county library question 
is voted upon at the regular county 
election, it requires a majority of all 
votes to win. The library at Win- 
chester is the only one in the county, 
and the librarian and the club women 
wish to open the library free to every 
one in the county. 





ILLINOIS SUMMER LIBRARY SCHOOL. 


The University of Illinois will con- 
duct the following courses in Library 
Science during the Summer Session 
of 1921 beginning Monday, June 26. 
Last year the attendance was 42, 25 of 
whom were from Illinois. 

The usual six weeks courses for 
high school graduates who are libra- 
rians, library assistants or are under 
appointment to these positions will 
also be given; applicants who have 
graduated from a four year high 
school, and have completed one full 
year of study in a college or normal 
school may, with the consent of the 
Director, be admitted to these cources 
whether or not they are employed in 
a library. These courses taken to- 
gether occupy the full time of the 
student. An application blank should 
be returned to the school before regis- 


tration day. 


Courses of the two year Library 
School curriculum are offered to col- 
lege graduates, and are accepted to- 
ward the B. L. S. degree; these 
courses extend over eight weeks. Ex- 
perience as a librarian or an assistant 
is desirable but not required. An ap- 
plication blank for admission must be 
secured and returned to the Univer- 
sity before the beginning of the ses- 
sion. These courses taken together 
constitute half of the first semesters 
work in the Library School. 

The incidental fee is $12; students 
from Illinois libraries, who can matri- 
culate, pay no fee. 

A circular describing the above 
courses may be had by addressing the 
Library School, Urbana, Illinois. 





TO CATALOGERS. 


The Catalog Section of the Ameri- 
can Library Association is most anxi- 
ous to have a complete list of the cata- 
logers of the country, and takes this 
means of getting a registration. Please 
send your name, address, position, 
education, training, experience, spec- 
ial line of work, etc., including, if you 


will, salary received and position and 
salary desired. If the information is 
sent on a catalog card, preferably type- 
written, with name inverted for filing, 
the aid will be appreciated. Address 
Ellen M. Chandler, Chairman Catalog 
Section A. L. A., Buffalo Public Li- 
brary, Buffalo, New York. 
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ILLINOIS LIBRARIES 


REGIONAL LIBRARY CONFERENCES. 


The fourteen Regional Library 
Conferences held during the weeks 
between February first and March 
tenth, were more satisfactory than 
even those of last year. One hundred 
and forty-seven libraries were repre- 
sented by three hundred sixty-one li- 
brarians, library trustees, and their 
friends among the club women and 
Chambers of Commerce, and those 
interested in libraries. An unusual 
number of trustees were present. 
Trustees frequently find it an easy 
thing to attend a one-day meeting in 
a near by town, when it would seem 
almost impossible to give three days to 
a state meeting. 

The Illinois Library Extension 
Commission and the Illinois Library 
Association joined forces in arrang- 
ing the Conferences. They were held 
at Evanston, DeKalb, Savanna, Ot- 
tawa, Bushnell, Peoria, Momence, 
Champaign, Effingham, Springfield, 
Alton, Anna, Mount Carmel and a 
joint meeting with Kentucky at Pa- 
ducah. Effort was made to bring the 
meeetings within the convenient rail- 
way connections of every library in 
the state. A list of libraries for each 
district was furnished by the Com- 
mission to the hostess librarian who 
sent out personal invitations. The Li- 
brary Extension Commission also sent 
to every librarian and to the President 
and Secretary of every library board, 
notices of the dates and places of all 
the Conferences and urged each to at- 
tend the Conference most convenient 
in time and place. 

Miss Price, Secretary of the Li- 
brary Extension Commission and a 
member of the Executive Board of 
the Illinois Library Association, at- 
tended each of the Conferences. The 
Library Association was represented 
by its President, Miss Effie Lansden, 
Ex-President, Miss Helen Bagley, 
Vice-President, Miss Anna Hoover, 
and Miss Mary J. Booth, Chairman of 
the Membership Committee. 


The following list of subjects for 
discussion was sent to ‘every librarian 
with the request, to check the topics 
most interested in, to add any others 
and to return it to the hostess of the 
Conference she planned to attend. 

Standardization of libraries. 

Library incomes and present prices. 

County libraries. 

Library Legislation for 1921. 

Keeping the Carnegie Contract. 

Ten best books of the season. 

Current fiction and the rented shelf 
as an aid in its solution. 

What makes a juvenile book bad or 
mediocre. 

Summer courses for librarians and 
assistants. 

Periodicals — selection, use and 
binding. 

Book mending and reinforced bind- 
ings. 

Care of pamphlets. 

How to increase the number of bor- 
rowers. 

Our responsibility to the Illinois Li- 
brary Association. 

Our professional periodicals. 


Cooperation of the public library in 
compiling war records. 


Use of victrola and piano in the 
public library. 


The programs for each meeting 
were made up from these checked 
lists and were in the nature of a round 
table. There were no formal papers. 
Some one was asked to say a few 
introductory words as each subject 
was called up. Then the discussion 
became general. The hostess li- 
brarian usually acted as chairman. 
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The Statistics for Illinois Libraries 
for 1919, published by the Illinois Li- 
brary Extension Commission, form- 
ed the basis for the discussion of 
Standardization of Libraries. Every 
figure that one would care to know, 
has been given, assessed valuation, 
population, incomes, expenditures, and 
expenditures per capita, total volumes 
in libraries, total circulation, and cir- 
culation per capita, number of read- 
ers, number on staff, source and cost 
of buildings. 

These figures as worked out, show 
that at present there is no standardiz- 
ation. Libraries in cities of similar 
population have different incomes, 
different sized libraries, number of 
readers and circulation. It was sug- 
gested that each library take the best 
figures and work toward them. 

Library Incomes and Present Prices 
brought out the fact that the book 
fund was the item which was suffer- 
ing most. Salaries, while they have 
not advanced as they should, were 
compelled to be pushed up a little. 
The change from one-third to one- 
half the valuation as a basis for com- 
puting taxes has resulted in many 
cases in a reduction in the library ap- 
propriations. This shows that the as- 
sessors have not always increased the 
value of property in equal proportion 
over the old assessment. Chicago and 
Evanston have suffered grieviously 
from reduction under the 2 per cent 
scaling clause of the Juul Act. Only a 
few libraries that were not receiving 
the maximum tax and have now levied 
that tax, are able to maintain their 
former efficiency. A number report- 
ed the necessity of having to hold 
benefits of some kind to add to the 
book fund. Books have almost 
doubled in price. Novels which for- 
merly were $1.50 and $1.75 are now 
$2.50 and $3.00. Travel and bi- 
ography, once $2.50 and $5.00, now 
cost from $5.00 to $12.00. If li- 
braries are unable to meet these prices 
they are defeating the purpose for 
which the libraries exist. Books are 
the library’s capital, and they can not 
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do business without them. 

The discussion on library incomes 
was almost invariably followed by 
that on the library legislation. One 
bill amends the library act increasing 
the maximum tax for cities under 
100,000 population from one and a 
third to two mills, and for cities over 
100,000, from two-thirds mill to one 
mill. It includes a clause exempting 
the library tax from reduction under 
the Juul Law. To make this last 


clause legal, it is necessary to amend 
the revenue bill also. 

The other bill provides for the cer- 
(See reprint 


tification of librarians. 
of bill in this issue.) 


Both measures were presented at 
all Conferences. They were not put 
to a vote at either Evanston or De- 
Kalb, but they were voted upon and 
endorsed at every other meeting save 
the certification bill at Springfield. 
The qualifications for the different 
grade certificates had not been worked 
out at the time. Those in attendance 
at the Springfield Conference felt 
they wanted to know more about these 
requirements before they endorsed the 
bill. Since the bill has been complet- 
ed, some of those librarians have sent 
in their approval. 


The Savanna Conference also want- 
ed to amend the library revenue bill 
to increase the maximum tax from 
one and a third mills to three mills 
in place of two mills. Mr. Higgins, 
President of the Savanna Library 
Board, in making the motion, stated 
that it would only be a short time 
before three mills would be needed by 
most libraries, and why not ask for it 
now? 


The ten best books created much 
interesting discussion and in the 
course of the fourteen Conferences, 
a wide range of titles was listed. The 
following few received a unanimous 
vote of approval: Wells, “Outline of 
History,” Margot Asquith’s Autogi- 
ography, “White Shadows of the 
South Seas,” “Main Street,” and 
“Age of Innocence.” 


ee ee ee ee. a ee a ee ee 


"nN OD Ss Be eA eh oO Oe 





April, 1921) 


With the increase in book prices 
and the depleted book fund, the rent- 
ed shelf has become more popular. 
Miss Wright of Evanston reported 
that last year they had had to rely 
almost entirely upon the rented shelf 
for new books. They had increased 
the price and were now charging ten 
cents per week, payable in advance. 


Mr. Roden of the Chicago Public 
Library argued in favor of the rented 
books saying that he had been able to 
purchase from the surplus fund thus 
created, many expensive volumes 
which were added to the free shelves 
of the branch libraries. 


Mrs. Burkholder of Chicago 
Heights and others stated that they 
had placed on the rented shelf, many 
of the popular books of travel and 
biography, even Well’s “Outline of 
History.” 

The difference between a bad and 
mediocre juvenile book created con- 
siderable discussion. The topic was 
placed on the program to call attention 
to the fact that since children’s books 
have advanced in price, as well as 
others, more care than ever should be 
given to the selection of the books 
to be purchased. Most books in 
series for both boys and girls, while 
they may not be bad or vicious, are 
certainly mediocre, yet they cost the 
same as the good book. The libraries 
have no money to spend these days 
for anything but the best. 

Librarians and assistants who had 
not yet had the advantage of a li- 
brary course, were urged to attend a 
summer school this year if possible. 
Mr. Cleavinger of the University of 
Illinois Library School suggested that 
when an assistant had had training 
under an experienced librarian, it 
might be more beneficial for that as- 
sistant to take some summer college 
course in history or English or other 
subject than to take the six weeks li- 
brary course. It would thus add to 
her general education and make her 
more helpful at both loan and refer- 
ence desk. It is customary for the 
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libraries to defray the expenses of 
such courses by either allowing the 
assistant a certain sum of money, or 
continuing her salary and paying her 
substitute while absent. 

The county library law was pre- 
sented at each of the Conferences and 
emphasized especially at Effingham, 
Anna and Mount Carmel. The meet- 
ing at Effingham was arranged main- 
ly for the purpose of creating an in- 
terest in the county library since there 
are no tax supported libraries in that 
county. The only library in Union 
County is the Stinson Memorial en- 
dowed Library at Anna. Miss Grear 
is doing what she can to serve the 
immediate territory but there is not 
sufficient funds to serve the county. 
A one mill county tax would make it 
possible. At Mount Carmel the en- 


tire evening session was devoted to 
the discussion of the county library, 
and, the county commissioners, state’s 
attorney, farm advisor, mayor, and 
club women were invited to attend. 
Miss Lansden, President of the IIli- 


nois Library Association, was present 
at the last five Conferences and to 
each of the others she sent greetings 
by letter or telegram. 

Miss Lansden and the other mem- 
bers of the Executive Board, Miss 
Bagley, Miss Hoover, and Miss Booth, 
spoke on Our Responsibility to the 
Illinois Library Association, and 
asked for a larger and stronger co- 
operation. Many librarians and trust- 
ees joined the Association. 

Delicious luncheons were served by 
the hostess librarians and trustees, 
and an extra auto drive at Savanna 
and Ottawa added to the pleasures 
and good fellowship of the meetings. 


Both organizations who had the 
Conferences in charge, wish to thank 
the hostess librarians and chairmen 
for their efficient cooperation. Much 
of the success of the Conferences is 
due to them. 


We regret that space prohibits 


printing the names of those who at- 
tended. 
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Following are the figures of the attendance at each of the meetings. 


Conferences. Librarians. 
Evanston 10 
DeKalb 
Savanna 
Ottawa 
Bushnell 
Peoria 
Momence 
Champaign 
Effingham 
Springfield 
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Trustees. and others. represented. 


Club 
women Libraries 
Totals. 
9 27 ve 
; 11 
4 
12 
8 
14 
5 
15 
i 
14 
5 
10 





LIBRARY NOTES. 


Aledo—Mercer Township Public 
Library had an interesting display 
of Lincolniana during the first two 
weeks in February. There was 
plenty of material on hand for all 
who were interested in making Lin- 
coln programs. 


Alton—The Hayner Memorial Li- 
brary has received a large collec- 
tion of Lincolniana from Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward Monroe Bowman. The 
collection consists of several hun- 
dred books, letters, addresses, and 
pictures. It is to be used for refer- 
ence only. 


Atkinson—At the election on 
February 21, a library tax of one 
and one-third mills was voted for 
the establishment and maintenance 
of a township library. 


Barrington—The Public Library 
tax was carried by a vote of 287 to 
285. This vote brings the long cam- 
paign of the Woman’s Club to a 
successful issue. A one and a third 
mill tax was voted. The Library 
Board will be chosen at the coming 
Spring election. This Board will re- 
ceive all books, equipment, and 
funds of the present association li- 


brary, as well as a bequest of $1,000 
from the late Mrs. Ela. 

Cairo—The Public Library re- 
ports for this February a circulation 
of 7,592 books, the largest in its his- 
tory. 

Carbondale—The city council has 
voted a tax for the establishment 
and maintenance of a city library. 
Since this is the first library in the 
county it is to be regretted that it 
is not established under the county 
library law, thus securing a larger 
income, and more extended field of 
service. 


Chicago—The John Crerar Li- 
brary is now housed in its new 
building at the Northwest Corner 
of Michigan Avenue and Randolph 
Street. 

The Newberry Library—A block 
book edition of the Revelation of St. 
John, printed in the Low Countries 
about 1450 A. D. has been added to 
the Library’s typographical collec- 
tion called the John M. Wing 
Foundation. 

Chicago Public Library—On Feb- 
ruary 1, 1921, thirteen branches of 
the Library were closed, the hours 
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of the remaining libraries were re- 
duced from twelve to eight a day, a 
salary retrenchment of $113,000 was 
effected through the dismissal of 
employees, and the fund for book 
purchases was reduced from $150,- 
000 to $75,000, on account of lack of 
funds to maintain the Library’s 
former standard of service. The 
present plight of the Library is due 
to the scaling of its funds under the 
Juul law. The North Shore Ki- 
wanis Club, an organization of busi- 
ness men, subscribed $10,000 to 
keep the Sheridan Park Branch 
open. Through the efforts of The 
School Board and the principals, 
branches in seven high schools are 
being maintained, while through the 
generosity of the Boersma Com- 
pany, a new branch has been opened 
in the new Boersma quarters, cor- 
ner 111 Street and Michigan Ave- 
nue. 

Chillicothe—At the regular meet- 
ing on November 26th, the Library 
Board voted to buy the lot adjoin- 
ing the Library, at $1,500,00. 

Decatur—The Public Library op- 
ened the Lincoln Room February 
17th, at a community Lincoln cele- 
bration. Miss Jane Hamand donor 
of the Lincoln collection, was guest 
of honor. 


The St. Johannes School and the 
Railroad Y. M. C. A. have opened 
new libraries in their respective 
buildings. These are not branch 
libraries, but their books will be sup- 
plied in part from the Public Li- 
brary. 

Dixon—The Public Library is in 
receipt of a collection of curios, the 
gift of Mr. and Mrs. George C. 
Loveland. 

East Moline—On March 2ist, the 
buildings and grounds committee 
of the East Moline city council was 
appointed to co-operate with the 
Public Library Board in an effort to 
secure larger quarters for the Li- 
brary. The room donated by the 
Dispatch is already greatly over- 
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crowded on account of new books 
and a large increase in daily circu- 
lation. 


East Saint Louis—The Public Li- 
brary reports 32, 300 books in the li- 
brary; 5,435 registered borrowers; 
and a total circulation of 98,506 for 
the year. The greatest difficulty of 
the Library is its location, which is 
so inaccessible that comparatively 
few people ever find it. Plans for a 
new building in a more central lo- 
cation, have been under considera- 
tion by the Librarian and the Li- 
brary Board for some time. After 
a number of meetings with various 
civic organizations, the Library 
Board became convinced that the 
only practical plan was the accumu- 
lation of a building fund and to this 
end, preliminary plans for a new 
building were drawn and adopted. 
Resolutions were passed, as_ re- 
quired by law, requesting the city 
council to approve a tax levy of 
$200,000 for building purposes to be 
spread over a period of ten years. 
This resolution is still before the 
council. 


Evanston—On March 


Monday, 
?th, the Evanston Commercial As- 
sociation started a drive to secure 


$20,000 for the Public Library. 
This sum is needed in addition to 
the income from public revenue if 
the Library is to maintain its pres- 
ent standard of service during the 
next two years A house to house 
canvass is being made, with the in- 
tention of securing $10 from each 
household. Through scaling of its 
funds, under the Juul law, the Ev- 
anston Public Library has suffered 
a loss of $10,000 a year, and has 
been obliged to close its branches 
and deposits stations and to stop 
buying new books. 


Freeport—An exhibit of the man- 
ual training work done by the boys 
of the seventh and eighth grades 
was held in the Public Library. The 
Library gave two prizes of books 
with the idea of getting the boys in- 














































38 ILLINOIS LIBRARIES 


terested in forming their own li- 
braries. 

Galesburg—Branch libraries have 
been established in the two city 
hospitals. These consist of books 
which are easy to read, new maga- 
zines and games, pictures and paper 
dolls for the children. A member 
of the Public Library staff visits 
each hospital twice a week. 

Glen Ellyn—As a result of a ben- 
efit for the Public Library held Feb- 
ruary 19, $223 was added to the li- 
brary book fund. The Glen Ellyn 
Woman’s Club has recently passed 
a motion creating committees, made 
up of a member of each of the Club’s 
departments, to meet with the Li- 
brary Board. It is hoped that 
through this Committee, it will be 
possible to fill vacancies on the li- 
brary board, as they occur, with 
people who have a knowledge of the 
library and its needs. 

Hillsboro—The Public Library is 
now open Sunday afternoons from 
two to four-thirty. 

Joliet—The Public Library has 
established its first branch at the 
Farragut School. A member of the 
library staff will visit the school 
once a week. Similar branches are 
being considered for other large 
schools in the city. 

Kewanee—A branch of the Pub- 
lic Library will be established at 
the Public Hospital for the benefit 
of the patients. Miss Turner will 
visit the hospital twice a week. 

Knoxville—The teacher and pu- 
pils of the eighth grade are spend- 
ing the time from two to two-thirty 
on Tuesday afternoons, reading at 
the Public Library. A special table 
has been provided for them. 

Morrison—The Odell Public Li- 
brary has received from Mr. R. E. 
Logan, Washington, D. C., several 
books and a medal, struck off in 
commemoration of the inaugura- 
tion of Theodore Roosevelt. 

Mount Carmel—At the Regional 
Library Conference, the county li- 
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brary law was discussed. Carmi, 
Olney, Grayville and Robinson were 
represented at the Conference. 

Mount Sterling—A play, “Dollars 
and Cents,” was given February 
tth for the benefit of the Public Li- 
brary. 

North Chicago—Plans are being 
made for a new city library building 
to be erected in the near future. 

Oak Park—Several hundred 
grade pupils received the Public Li- 
brary reading circle certificates. To 
win this certificate each pupil is re- 
quired to read a certain number of 
books from a selected list and to 
make a written report on each book 
read, to teacher or librarian. 

Ottawa—The Camp Fire Girls 
now have club rooms on the attic 
floor of the Reddick Library, which 
have been redecorated and _ fur- 
nished for them. 

Princeton—The Public Library 
has established a deposit station at 
the north end of town. The fire 
truck carries the books back and 
forth. A story hour is held each 
week. 


Quincy—Adams County has 
made plans for a county library to 
be voted on at the judicial election 
in June. The library will be the 
memorial to the soldiers and sailors 
of all wars, to be known as the Ad- 
ams County Memorial Library. The 
plan is to establish the central li- 
brary at Quincy with stations 
throughout the county. The propo- 
sition of issuing $250,000 in 5% 
bonds to run for ten years for the 
building, is to be voted upon at the 
same time. 

Rockford—The forty-eighth an- 
nual report of the Public Library 
shows 85,115 volumes, 15,473 regis- 
tered readers or, 24% of the popu- 
lation; and a circulation of 270,175, 
or four books per capita. 

Springfield—A novel display ex- 
hibiting the misfortunes that befall 
library books was shown at the 
Lincoln Library. One _— exhibit 
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showed an open book besmeared 
with mud inside and out, and bore 
the inscription, “This little boy did 
not wrap his book up on a rainy day 
and see what happened.” Another 
book with beautiful illustrations 
was scrawled over with pencil 
marks and the card said “Amusing 
for the baby, but not for the next 
reader.” A magazine with an arti- 
cle cut out, said, “Library file ruined 
for one person’s selfishness.” An 
art book which can not be replaced 
was ruined by someone’s desire to 
posses some of the pictures. The 
bulletin board showed these figures. 


1917 
fr $1.25-$1.90 
Fiction reprints......... .60 
Travel and biography... 2.50- 5.00 

1921 
PE TL, 6ceedeacvens $1.80-$3.25 
Fiction reprints......... 80- 1.00 


Travel and biography... 5.00-—12.00 
Tuscola—The Public Library is 
now twenty-one years of age. Dur- 
ing that time it has had five li- 
brarians. 
Vandalia—On March 17th, the 
city council passed an ordinance, pro- 
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viding a public library tax of one 
mill, to become effective next year. 
This will yield about $1,500. The 
Woman’s Club, which has been 
working for this tax, expects to in- 
crease the amount by subscription. 
Since this is the first library to be es- 
tablished in Fayette County, it is to be 
regretted that it is not under the 
county library law, which would 
mean both an adequate income and a 
wider field of service. 

Warren County—The Warren 
County Library will be opened to the 
public about April 1st. The time of 
opening has been changed on account 
of delay in getting supplies. The 
Roseville Public Library Rooms have 
been redecorated and provided with 
new curtains and floor covering. 

Waukegan—The Public Library 
has opened a new branch at the Mc- 
Allister School, for the benefit of men 
and women who wish to know more 
about America, Americanization and 
everything that will make good citi- 
zens of the foreign language speak- 
ing people of the community. There 
are books in many languages, which 
are selected with the view of giving 
as liberal an education as _ possible 
along various lines. 





PERSONALS. 


Miss Irene Bowman, for several 
years children’s librarian at Jackson- 
ville, has resigned to take a similar 
position at Mason City, Iowa. 

Miss Josephine Durham, for many 
years head of the Danville Public 
Library, has resigned and Miss Belle 
Seiwell, assistant, has been appointed 
acting librarian for one year. 

Miss Helen Flinn, for some time 
assistant librarian at the Highland 
Park Public Library, has resigned her 
position on account of the severe ill- 
ness of her mother. 

Miss Mona Goodrich, librarian of 
the Mitchell-Carnegie Public Library, 
Harrisburg, tendered her resignation, 
but instead was granted an extended 


leave of absence. Miss Goodrich will 
spend her vacation in Mexico. 

Dr. Edward T. Harper, died at his 
home in Geneseo, Illinois, January 
24, 1921. Dr. Harper had been for 
several years a member of the Li- 
brary Board. 

Miss Margaret Ridlon has resigned 
her. position as librarian of the High- 
land Park Public Library. Her mar- 
riage to Lieutenant Dirk Van Ingen 
of Rahway, New Jersey, is an- 
nounced for April 7th, 1921. 

The engagement of Mr. Carl B. 
Roden, Librarian of the Chicago Pub- 
lic Library, to Miss Lora A. Rich, 
also of the Chicago Public Library, is 
announced. 





